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     On April 4, 1834, nine men signed a deed accepting stewardship of a small lot Joseph Evans owned on 
the western edge of Sam Cecil’s land in Northern Davidson County for a "place or house of worship." Mount 
Olivet stands there today.  
      That was 175 years ago and that seems like a long time, but people seeking freedom to worship had landed 
at Jamestown over 225 years before. Methodist Episcopals had been worshipping in New York for nearly sev-
enty years and John Wesley had begun to formally organize our church in Baltimore fifty years before Mount 
Olivet was organized. 
     By 1834 there was already tension in that Church. It had been divided for six years over the question of 
Clergy versus Lay authority, and would divide again in another ten years over the question of slave ownership. 
Andrew Jackson had begun his second term as President and the eviction of the Cherokee from our state to 
make room for settlers was well under way. That year the Virginia Conference sent Pastor Thomas Barnum to 
Lexington to be the first Presiding Elder for a new Davidson Charge. He was instrumental in formally organiz-
ing our congregation and may have been the first Methodist Pastor to preach in a Methodist Episcopal church in 
Davidson County. (The following year Pastor James M. Darden organized a congregation at Good Hope.) 
There was no North Carolina Conference then, but there were healthy Methodist Episcopal congregations 
where Pastor Francis Asbury’s circuit riders visited. Even among the Cherokee. 
     People of all persuasions had probably been gathering to worship in Joseph Evan’s field for some time be-
fore the Trustees paid him ten dollars for his lot. We are told that when the weather got better each year and 
spring farming was far enough along, inspired lay preachers gathered families from the farms for "Protracted 
Meetings." It may have been from one of these congregations that Mount Olivet began to grow. When we ob-
serve our 175th anniversary this year we will think of all of the devoted congregations upon whose sturdy 
shoulders we as a congregation stand. 
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     We know something about the first 39 years the Congregation worshipped on their new 4 1/2 Acre lot, where 
our graveyard now is, by what later writers said about the second Church. The original deed says; "for a place or 
house of worship." "Place" may have meant the field where families had already been gathering for ‘protracted 
meetings’ in the summer. If there was a structure there in 1834 it may have only been a dwelling and not a true 
church.  
     Two young ladies writing a joint paper for a summer project in 1925 talked to old folks thirty-five years after 
the second church had been torn down. Those old folks said that the second church had "real glass windows," 
"handmade pews with backs," "twelve foot ceilings" and sat up on piers. That could mean the first structure - 
either old dwelling or purpose built church - had shutters to cover the windows, backless benches made of logs, 
a low ceiling and a dirt floor. That would have been common to structures in this area before the sawmills began 
to move in, in the 1830’s. 
     There was a spring on the property. That may have been why the field was used for protracted meetings in the 
first place. Or why there may have been a dwelling there. Community Road, then called The Old Mill Road, was 
realigned in the 1920’s. Part of the original 4 1/2 acres was exchanged for private land between Mount Olivet’s 
lot and the new road. That land was described as; "where the old spring is".  
     The graveyard began to fill almost as soon as the church was organized, though blacks had been burying in a 
distant corner of the field by then. An early stone says Mary A. Snider, age two, died two months after Mount 
Olivet was organized. 
     During the 39 years the congregation worshipped in that first church tensions continued to divide the denomi-
nation, this time over slave ownership. In 1844 our church separated from the Episcopal’s and became the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church South. The African Methodist Episcopal Church formed about the same time. The war 
from 1860 to 1865 made matters worse, but some of those schisms were repaired in 1939. 
     During this time there were about nine congregations on the Lexington circuit. By 1860 John Lewis wrote in 
his diary that there were 15 churches on the circuit. They spread from Linwood to Mount Tabor. The Presiding 
Elder preached several times each Sunday. Even then he preached in a church less than once a month. "Class 
Leaders", Local Preachers and Exhorters filled the pulpits at other times. Worship was usually limited to the 
summer months by the condition of the roads and trails.  
     Singing was a’cappella, from memory. There was no instrument nor were there song books. Singing schools 
were organized at protracted meetings in the summer, where hymns were memorized. A few members of our 
congregation today may be able to remember their grand parents finding the announced hymn, marking the place 
with a finger and then singing four verses from memory.  
     In the summer a grave digger from that generation dug graves in the twilight, when it was cooler. He was re-
membered for singing hymn after hymn for the whole time it took him to finish the grave. Strangers were said to 
have reported that the dead were singing together. 
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 By 1873 Mount Olivet’s congregation had been worshipping on Joe Evans’ field for thirty nine years. 
The war had been over eight years, President Grant was in his second term and it was time to build a bigger 
church. 

 The first land was added to the original lot in early 1874. An acre and a quarter was purchased from the 
heirs of Mary Burk for eight dollars. The Burk lot gave the church access to Mount Olivet Road along the old 
line between Elisha Raper and Sam Cecil, and allowed room to build the new Church on a knoll on the West-
ern edge of the original lot. It probably faced South, toward Community Road, then called the "Old Mill 
Road". 

 A bill for lumber describes a one room structure with a twelve foot ceiling. Children of the people who 
worshipped there were told the building sat up on short piers, had glass windows and pews with backs. It may 
not have had oil lamps or any sort of heating. The rest room was a building in the yard.  

 The second Church was the first church to have an instrument, a foot-pumped organ. Stories surviving 
from that time tell of a congregation divided over the suitability of an organ for worship services. A very 
young R U Zimmerman, later the community’s venerable "Doctor Bob", was the first musician. The first wed-
ding about which we know united Flora Belle Craver and David Madison Raper in 1886. Marriages were cus-
tomarily performed by Judges or Justices in that day. 

 By 1883 the Davidson Charge was a more manageable nine churches. Preaching was usually once a 
month. There were 75 to 100 members in the Congregation then. Sunday Schools were usually held only in the 
summer because of weather and poor roads. They usually closed after Christmas and re-organized when the 
weather got better. An old record says; "The Sunday School was organized the 28th day of March, 1886". 
When the roads and trails were bad, some people walked to church either barefoot or wearing work shoes. 
They carried their Sunday shoes and put them on as they neared the Church. There were other organizations 
also. An old record for 1888 says: "The Sunday School Missionary Society was organized with 65 members". 

 The budget for 1888 was $282.26. That year the Stewards reported pledges of $306.60. That budget 
included $14 to help build a stable in Lexington for the PE’s horse .The budget for 1891 included $1 toward 
the burial expense for the PC, Reverend P F W Stamey, and $1000 for the new third church - 6 dollars per 
member. 
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Third church: 

In the fall of 1889, after worshipping only sixteen years in the second Church, the congregation apparently be-
gan to feel crowded. At the Circuit Conference on September 30, 1889, there were119 votes in favor of build-
ing a new church. There were no votes opposed and a five member committee was elected. The budget for 
1890 included $1000 for "a new building". 

A routine question in the report for the fourth Circuit Conference for 11 November 1890 was; "Can anything 
more be done to strengthen and build up the Church in the community and advance the cause of Christ?" The 
answer was; "Yes, by building a new church." 

An article in the Lexington paper for 30 July 1890 says; "the 42 x 64 x 22 foot high building is expected to be 
completed by the end of September, and when it is, it will be ‘magnificent’." The date on the corner stone is 
July 4,1891. A bill for lumber says the ceilings are to be eighteen feet high. The lumber cost $350. Much of the 
bigger timber was for a long truss that has held up the heavy roof without columns for well over a hundred 
years. The building had three front doors and no doors at the pulpit end. There were three aisles and four rows 
of pews. The center doors were double, the ones for the side aisles were single. Men used the left door. Wom-
en and children used the right door. Don’t know who got to use the double doors. There was no vestibule or 
balcony as there is today. The pews were made in Lexington. 

The roof was of galvanized shingles made in Charleston. They lasted hundred and six years and were replaced 
with enameled tin shingles. The windows were double hung, glazed with frosted glass. They could be raised in 
hot weather for ventilation. The tops were arched as the stained glass windows are today. Light came from ker-
osene lamps suspended from the ceiling over the aisles. They did not pull down for lighting. "Someone had to 
climb up on a box". Two of them have been wired for electricity and help light the sanctuary today. Heat was 
from two double-eye cast iron box stoves just off of the side aisles in front of the first pews. The pipes 
went to the ceiling and joined there before going as one pipe to a chimney supported from the rafters above the 
ceiling. A report from 1902 says the men had gathered to cut wood for the stoves. 

The Church was finally painted "inside and out" in 1893. The $1000 pledged in 1889 was not enough to finish 
the church. The Circuit Conference of Aug 1, 1896, voted to sell the material in the second church and apply 
part of the proceeds to the debt that remained on the third church. 

On November 9, 1899, three years later, the trustees reported they were still owed twenty five dollars by 
whomever bought the old Church. 
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After Mount Olivet’s third sanctuary was finished in 1891, (and painted "inside and out" in 1893), there was 
little change in the building for the next thirty years. There was a great deal of change in the program and activ-
ities in those years. Sunday School became a more important part of the worship program. 

A short report from 1925 tells what older church members remember being told about earlier days. The first 
Sunday School, organized before 1886, had no literature and no class rooms. Groups gathered in different cor-
ners of the Church according to age and gender. Each teacher spoke loudly to be heard over the closest other 
groups. Older groups were taught from the Bible, younger groups from the Testament. Small children listened 
to Bible stories from books brought by their teachers. Some children are said to have brought their school books 
and studied the ABC’s. Early Sunday School literature for children was a small card. One side had a picture and 
a text, the other had a verse and a Bible story about the picture and four or five questions. The cards were used 
from at least 1897 through 1916. A quarterly much like the one we use today was in use by 1929. 

Just as older folk memorized hymns, the younger memorized scripture. For each verse memorized a child got a 
red ticket. Five red tickets could be exchanged for a blue ticket. At the end of the Sunday School year, just after 
Christmas, ticket holders were recognized on Reward Day. Sunday School generally re-opened in March of the 
next year. In 1918 the Sunday School closed for a time because of flu. 

In 1886 classes were divided by age and gender. (1st male class, 2nd male class, 1st female class, etc.). By 1895 
classes were named by letters. (A male class, B male class, etc. through D). The one exception to this neat order 
was "The Old Ladies Class". Next year four more classes were added, making twelve. Later classes began to 
name themselves. One became "The Busy Girls". The classes purchased their own literature. In 1887, with 162 
members on the church role, the Sunday School had $1.75 for literature. Later they had $3.50 for the quarter. 

In 1896 an Epworth League, an organization for young people, was begun with 34 members. A year later the 
League started a library with 57 books. The "Literary Department" wrote detailed bylaws and elected a Librari-
an, an Assistant Librarian and a Secretary to handle library affairs. Though dormant from time to time, the 
League was active enough to eventually have Junior and Senior divisions. 

The Sunday School organized a Missionary Society with 65 members. The third Sunday was Missionary Sun-
day when a collection was received for foreign missions. On the fifth Sunday a collection was received for an 
Orphan's home. 

 

 ===================== 

 

   The welfare of others seems to have always been a concern for isolated people. Pioneers seem to sense that 
others will depend upon them from time to time. Christians particularly are called to that awareness. Though we 

May 2009 



June 2009 

   Growth and improvement in the Sunday School was not the only change in Mount Olivet in the thirty years 
after the completion of the third Sanctuary. Music and singing improved, preaching became more frequent, 
Church administration became better developed and the Congregation grew. In 1892 there were 210 members. 
There were still no classrooms, no electricity, no water and rest rooms were still buildings in the yard, but the 
Church was very much alive.    
   In the beginning there were no song books. Hymns were sung from memory or by repeating a line spoken by 
a song leader. The foot-pumped organ, which replaced the private "melodeon" brought to singing schools, was 
replaced in turn by a grand piano. During those thirty years the grand was replaced by an upright given to the 
Church by the Ladies Auxiliary. 
   While not really an instrument, the third Church had a bell from the beginning. It was rung each Sunday. 
Somewhere along time the yoke supporting the bell broke. The bell was heavy and in a difficult place and was 
not repaired for years. When it was, the tradition of ringing it every Sunday seemed to have been forgotten. 
   When the Virginia Conference sent a pastor to Lexington in the 1830’s, he was the Pastor-in-Charge of the 
Davidson Charge, (the PC). When The North Carolina Conference was organized with it’s own Bishop, all of 
Davidson County was still one large charge, the Davidson Charge, under one PC. The PC took the train from 
Lexington to Clemmons on Saturday, and was met there and taken home for the night by someone from one of 
the churches.  
   As the number of Churches in the Charge grew, a smaller Davidson Charge, including Mount Olivet, became 
one of the charges in the new Salisbury District. In 1885 Mount Olivet was one of nine Churches in the Trinity 
College District. About 1891 the Davidson Charge was again divided and four Congregations in our part of the 
County kept the old charge name and became part of the Winston District. (No -Salem yet.) Midway, Good 
Hope and Centenary were the other three.  A parsonage was built on "the Salisbury Road" in 1896, nineteen 
years before a church was built at Arcadia.  
   Preaching twice each Sunday, the PC preached at each Church every other Sunday. Class meetings, led by 
lay persons, were held on the alternate Sundays. 
    In our new Church the PC no longer had to stand near a window to preach.  
Every one could get inside, and none had to sit on the ground outside.   
   When Mount Olivet and Centenary became Station Churches in 1982 the Da-
vidson Charge ceased to exist. Mount Olivet, the only original member of the 
Charge, had been a member of the Davidson Charge for 148 years. 
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There had been an active Sunday School at Mount Olivet for thirty years after the third church was completed, 
but there had never been any Sunday School rooms. That changed in 1921. The war was finally over and a 
new president had replaced the ailing President Wilson and long needed work was begun. 
 

   A balcony was added at the back of the Sanctuary. Two roll-up doors made two classrooms beneath. Three 
other classrooms were made above by hanging curtains from wire. You can see the notches in the balcony rail 
where the posts that held the wires once were. Two of the three original front doors were closed so that steps 
could be built to the new balcony.  In older pictures you can see the steps through the windows that replaced 
the doors . A small porch was added at the center door and Maples were planted along the sides and front. A 
small building with it’s own small wood heater was added at the other end behind the pulpit area for four other 
classrooms. Two new access doors were opened in the North wall where none had been before. With all the 
new space, the oldest women’s class still met in the Northeast corner of the Sanctuary and a man continued to 
teach them.   
 

   A Delco lighting system was installed but was not used very long. In 1928 two men were appointed to have a 
well dug and this may have meant that commercial power had arrived. Up to that point some people brought a 
jar of drinking water with them on the hottest days. There were still no rest rooms in the church. 
   That same year a concrete parking curb was put around the church yard. The work was done by the men. The 
women’s group bought the concrete for $59.00. Dirt was put behind the curb by convicts working roads in the 
area. The Ladies fed them supper afterward. 
 

   Also in 1928, Davidson charge became a four point charge with Good Hope, Centenary and Arcadia. 
   In 1929 a parsonage was started to replace the one at Arcadia and a classroom building was started for the 
Church in 1930.. The parsonage and the classrooms were completed in 1931. Two of the four classrooms built 
in 1921 became a passageway from the Sanctuary to the new classroom building. With help from the Board of 
Church Extension the classroom building was debt free and dedicated in 1933. (Records from 1932 indicate 
the depression was beginning to bite.) 
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   The Ladies of Mount Olivet had organized themselves into "The Ladies Auxiliary Society" before 1922. 
Their minutes that year refer to previous meetings. They met in "The Busy Girls" classroom after church and 
had the four usual officers, plus a chaplain. They opened their meetings with one verse of a familiar hymn, 
scripture and a prayer. 
   Over the next years they had projects, one after another, often connected with either cooked meals or chicken 
pies. They sometimes sold chickens as a money raising project. They often served suppers. Sometimes to other 
churches some distance away - Centenary in Winston-Salem and Grace Church - and sometimes to several 
men’s classes within Mount Olivet. They pounded the parsonage family every Thanksgiving. 
   The Ladies had other projects not associated with food. In 1923 they painted the pews and added book racks 
to the backs. That year they began celebrating the arrival of each newborn by depositing a dollar in a bank ac-
count for each child. In 1925 they bought a "rolling chair" to help a member. They later kept it to loan when 
needed.  
That year they voted to give a tenth of whatever was in the treasury to missions. In that year and later they vot-
ed to pay for digging a well, put pads on the gallery steps and send wreaths to bereaved families of the Church. 
They made quilts (plural) for a family whose house burned and bought a cook stove for a needy member. In 
1935 they paid for the cement for a walk at the new parsonage. 
   Sometime before 1940 there seems to have been a second women’s group, the "Women’s Christian Organi-
zation". They merged with "The Ladies Auxiliary Society" in 1940 to become the "Women’s Society of Chris-
tian Service". 
   In 1950 the WSCS took upon themselves responsibility for keeping a list of individuals offering flower ar-
rangements for Worship Service. In 1954 they formalized the previously casual practice of preparing a meal 
for bereaved families on the day of a funeral. Sometimes the meal was at a home, sometimes at the Church. 
   In 1972 the WSCS became "The United Methodist Women". In 1983 the UMW baked and sold 320 Chicken 
pies in one day. That was maybe their all time record. On a day two years later they only sold 250. In 1984 the 
day group of the UMW made banners for General Conference. In 1990 the group painted the Christmas Nativ-
ity Scene. In 1991, for the 100th anniversary of the Sanctuary, the group made a Memory Quilt. During this 
period, approximately half of their budget went to general , conference, and district missions. They also con-
tributed to the building fund and bought supplies and equipment for the kitchen. 
   In 1994 a younger ladies group, the Heart Circle, was organized. Six years later the original UMW group, 
then known as the "Faithful Ladies", gave the money in their treasury for church improvements and disbanded. 
   Continuing the tradition begun more 87 years ago, our Heart Circle is very active in a variety of both local 
and global missions 
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     The United Methodist Men’s organization of today grew from spontaneous cooperative work to meet the 
needs of the Church and Congregation, just as the Women’s organization of today grew from similar roots.   
     A note from 1908 says a group of men gathered to cut wood for the two stoves.  They stored it under the 
church, between the brick piers.  The men did whatever work of that nature needed doing.  The Official Board 
commissioned two men to have a well dug in 1926.  Others built a cement curb around the Church yard in 
1928.  Some years after the Educational Building was built a group of men refurbished the kitchen. 
     The work became a little more organized when the Church hired a Custodian in 1952 - for $50.00 a month.  
By then the Church was larger and heated by a coal fired steam boiler in the Educational Building.  The Custo-
dian took over the jobs of feeding the boiler and cutting the cemetery grass.  The men still joined the women 
for special workdays to clean the yard in the fall and to prepare the Church for Christmas, as well as other non-

routine maintenance.  In 1966 a group built small beds and other accessories for the nursery.  They made book-
shelves for the library and made choir robe cabinets from cedar donated by a member.  In 1972 men from the 
Church joined others from the Conference on the  first Foreign Mission team to Vista Del Mar, Puerto Rico.  
That tradition continues.   
     The men organized themselves as the United Methodist Men in 1979.  That group shortly assumed respon-
sibility for the Easter morning breakfast, started earlier by one of the classes.  In time they added a Sweetheart 
banquet in February and a Bar-b-Que in September.  The Bar-b-Que became a major fund raiser for the organi-
zation.  The women support this effort with desserts.  UMM joins other Church groups supporting Vacation 
Bible School with a meal one of the school nights. 
     In 1981 the UMM built a picnic shelter and cooking pit and later moved it to a safer location farther from 
automobile traffic. 
In 1995 members of both the men’s and women’s organizations helped build a habitat home in Lexington.  
Later they helped build another in Welcome. 
     In 1998 members of both organizations led the effort by the entire Congregation to refurbish the Parsonage 
and build a picket fence around a play yard.  That same year the same groups, led by MOM, the Mission to 
Mount Olivet, replaced failing sidewalks around the Church.  Over the years other projects by this larger 
mixed group have included mission teams to work on storm damage in Mississippi, and repair work in West-
ern North Carolina and Alaska.  Both groups have provided leadership, guidance and encouragement for 
young people participating in the Conference program Carolina Cross Connection, (CCC), and in our local 
program Mount Olivet Carolina Cross, (MOCC). 
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As part of our anniversary celebration we have naturally been thinking of how our church started and how it grew in its 
earliest days.  Our focus has been more on when and what, and perhaps a little less on why, and of the people who made 
the changes and growth happen.  People, now long gone, were involved in all of the activities about which we have been 
thinking, and the growth and change happened only because they were involved.  And growth and change are still hap-
pening in the life of our church because people are still working and accepting responsibility.   
   From sunrise worship, breakfast and a children’s egg hunt at Easter to class parties, treat and ‘pounding’ the parson-
age family at Christmas, food still is a major part of our broad fellowship.  Church picnics are gone but in their are place 
are fellowship meals, meals during Vacation Bible School and Sunday morning coffee and sweets.  Most classes still 
have regular meetings to eat and to plan fund-raisers and other activities.     
    Larger groups still gather to rake fall leaves and cut dead trees, and clean and decorate the sanctuary at Christmas.  
Members help new parsonage families on moving day.  They gather to repair the walks, plow snow and salt the steps.  
Men’s and women’s groups bake pies and cakes and serve Bar B Que to raise funds to be spent on the less fortunate.  
They prepare supper and stay overnight at the homeless shelter.  They deliver clothing given to our clothing drive. 
    Classes cooperate to “make a little Christmas” for children who might not get much.  Individuals keep flowers grow-
ing at the church doors, keep the furnace running, repaint the  parking lines, prune the landscaping, clean the gutters, 
collect ‘Pennies from Heaven’, supervise the use of the Fellowship Hall and recycle discarded materials.  They place 
Handicap parking signs, change light bulbs, install appliances, repair plumbing and locks and share garden surplus with 
the Parsonage family and the congregation.  Volunteers lead the Bell Choir, Literacy classes and MOM as well as 
MOCC, children’s choirs, CCC and UMYF for young folk.  
     Perhaps the activity involving the largest number of people in Mount Olivet is Vacation Bible School.  From plan-
ning to painting to advertising to teaching to feeding, there are many opportunities.  Smaller groups keep the Prayer 
Chain and the Phone Tree up and running.  Other groups are involved with prayer groups, and study groups such as Dis-
ciple study and Morning Journeys, and the Heart Circle and 55 and Holding. 
   The spirit of working and accepting responsibility in an earlier Mount Olivet obviously still lives on.  If there is a 
church here after another hundred and seventy five years it will only be because the people who call Mount Olivet their 
church home have continued to take an active part in planning and supporting the opportunities for Perhaps the activity 
involving the largest number of people in Mount Olivet is Vacation Bible School.  From planning to painting to adver-
tising to teaching to feeding, there are many opportunities.  Smaller groups keep the Prayer Chain and the Phone Tree 
up and running.  Other groups are involved with prayer groups, and study groups such as Disciple study and Morning 
Journeys, and the Heart Circle and 55 and Holding. 
   The spirit of working and accepting responsibility in an earlier Mount Olivet obviously still lives on.  If there is a 
church here after another hundred and seventy five years it will only be because the people who call Mount Olivet their 
church home have continued to take an active part in planning and supporting the opportunities for service at Mount 
Olivet.   
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   One hundred seventy five years have passed since Mount Olivet was organized by the Virginia Conference 
and a lot has changed. Names prominent in the old records are now strange and the old records themselves seem 
quaint. But some things clearly have not changed. When we read their story, it is easy to feel that our congrega-
tion is much like the congregations who left those records, and that a congregation still lives on in our corner of 
Davidson County not so much because of the great wisdom and energy of either generation, but because God 
can work miracles through imperfect but believing, obedient men and women. 
 

   Most of our record is not written. It exists only in the memory of individuals and it is no older that we are. As 
we worship through the year we recall people and happenings from the past, perhaps with a smile or maybe a 
tear. We think of Christmas trees the way they were - a small gift for every one on or under the tree and little 
brown sacks of treat . Of summer revivals with a mason jar of water beneath the pew to soothe the children as 
the revival lengthened. Of Church picnics at Crystal Lake or Tanglewood or Pilot Mountain. Of the tiny kitchen 
crowded with women making and baking chicken pies for fund-raisers, or gathered with their needles to make 
quilts or banners or costumes for little sheep and shepherds. And of those same ladies in fancy hats and white 
gloves and hose and heels. Of watching children sitting in a long row on the front pew, swinging their legs and 
giggling, or chasing through the church yard as the old folk visited under the maples after worship. 
 

   We think of the marriages, births and deaths we have shared and of our efforts to meet the needs of our mem-
bers, the community and the wider world. We think of revival preachers, Duke summer students, Sunday school 
officers, choir leaders, youth leaders and countless others. The people we remember will be forgotten in time, 
but we realize that they, more than buildings and pews and organs and chicken pies and old paper, are the reason 
later generations will be inspired to continue worshipping God at Mount Olivet. 



Parsonage History 
 When Davidson Charge dropped to a four church charge the Charge Parsonage was on the Salisbury Road, 
today’s NC 150, on the West side "two houses" above Disher’s Store, (today’s Exxon station). Reverend Sam 
Needham , his wife and five children lived there in 1929 when the Charge Conference voted to build a new, 
larger Parsonage. The Trustees acquired 4.6 Acres of land on the West line of Mount Olivet for $275.00. They 
acquired another 0.1 Acre from Mount Olivet’s Trustees for a "car barn". Material for the new educational 
building was already on the ground across the road. 
 

   A regular Quarterly Charge Conference in September of 1930 heard the good news that the Educational 
Building was complete, except for painting and chairs. A Special Charge Conference later that same Septem-
ber was called to consider a more serious matter. The Conference voted to ask the Church Board of Extension 
for $1800.00 to help with the parsonage. Brick to veneer the Sanctuary, given when the Educational Building 
was being built in 1930, was to remain on the ground until 1937. The stock market crash of less than a year 
before was apparently beginning to be felt. The Conference report for February 1932 says: "Both Parsonage 
fund and Educational building being struggled with". Pastor Needham and his family were the first occupants 
in 1931. 
 

   Pastor John Church followed Pastor Needham into the parsonage in 1932. He had a fine horse, which he rode 
into Winston Salem when business took him there. The new Parsonage shortly had a new horse barn to go with 
it’s new car barn. After Pastor Church moved to a new appointment the barn was never used again except as a 
play house for parsonage children.. 
 

   The Ladies Missionary Society took an active part in supporting the parsonage. In 1935 they paid $35. for a 
"cement sidewalk". In 1937 they bought curtains, recovered settees and chairs and put linoleum on the kitchen 
floor. The linoleum cost them $16.90 "in place". In 1949 they replaced the wood cook stove with an electric 
range. They bought shrubbery in 1963. Something always seemed to need painting.. 
 

   In 1958 Davidson charge became a two point charge, with Centenary and Mount Olivet. The land, parsonage 
and furniture was valued at $14,350. Arcadia and Good Hope were paid for their shares. That same year the 
parsonage furnace was changed from coal to oil. Dixie Furniture made a gift of painting for the Church and 
Parsonage the next year. 
 

   Mount Olivet became a station church in 1982 with 292 members. The land, parsonage and furniture was 
valued then at just under 60 thousand dollars. Centenary was paid for their interest and they too became a sta-
tion church. 
   The second floor was air conditioned in 1991. While many repairs to roofs, floors, chimneys and other parts 
of the parsonage were done regularly over the years, the last major effort at refurbishing the parsonage was in 
1998. A yard fence and a ramp were added at that time. Pastor Hester and his family lived in rented quarters 
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shortly had a new horse barn to go with it’s new car barn. After Pastor Church moved to a new appointment 
the barn was never used again except as a play house for parsonage children.. 
   The Ladies Missionary Society took an active part in supporting the parsonage. In 1935 they paid $35. for a 
"cement sidewalk". In 1937 they bought curtains, recovered settees and chairs and put linoleum on the kitchen 
floor. The linoleum cost them $16.90 "in place". In 1949 they replaced the wood cook stove with an electric 
range. They bought shrubbery in 1963. Something always seemed to need painting.. 
   In 1958 Davidson charge became a two point charge, with Centenary and Mount Olivet. The land, parsonage 
and furniture was valued at $14,350. Arcadia and Good Hope were paid for their shares. That same year the 
parsonage furnace was changed from coal to oil. Dixie Furniture made a gift of painting for the Church and 
Parsonage the next year. 
   Mount Olivet became a station church in 1982 with 292 members. The land, parsonage and furniture was 
valued then at just under 60 thousand dollars. Centenary was paid for their interest and they too became a sta-
tion church. 
   The second floor was air conditioned in 1991. While many repairs to roofs, floors, chimneys and other parts 
of the parsonage were done regularly over the years, the last major effort at refurbishing the parsonage was in 
1998. A yard fence and a ramp were added at that time. Pastor Hester and his family lived in rented quarters 
for three months while the work was done. The parsonage was then sixty seven years old. Today it is seventy 
nine years old. 

Faye Salley, Church Historian 



have few records of early mission activities, Mount Olivet’s Congregation was typical of those times. The first 
women’s organization, a relatively recent group, was named The Ladies Missionary Society. They made quilts 
for a family who were burned out and they were leaders in efforts to buy a cook stove for a needy family and 
to buy a sewing machine to replace a broken one for single sisters who supplemented their income sewing for 
others. The nature of their organization changed with time, but traces of their concern can be found all through 
the years. In 1956 men provided a door, window screens and a sink for a family and as late as 1980 men and 
women put a roof on the house of a local lady and someone bought a ton of coal when they saw she had none. 
     Mission effort that started locally naturally grew larger, though it never lost sight of local needs. In 1928 a 
committee was appointed to provide a mission program for Sunday School every fourth Sunday. Records dur-
ing the thirty’s frequently mention Bible study classes and talks and programs on missions. They were often 
scheduled in the evening. In 1936 the ladies collected a thousand Octagon soap coupons for the benefit of a 
place called Bethlehem House and continued that practice for some years. In 1948 they were collecting feed 
sacks and cloth for sewing classes on the Cherokee reservation . Collections for the Methodist Children’s 
Home in Winston-Salem were received as early as 1919 and through several years during the Depression, 
when money was scarce at Mount Olivet, fourth Sunday offering went to the home. O. V Woosley, who grew 
up in Mount Olivet, was Superintendent of the Home at the time. He is buried in Mount Olivet’s Cemetery and 
Staff and children from the Home still place flowers on his grave each Christmas. An Offering was received in 
1939 to help the Red Cross aid flood victims and when a fire at Good Hope destroyed Hymnals in 1950, an 
offering was received to help replace them. 
   As Mount Olivet and our Conference have grown mission work has grown. Stories of work teams to the Car-
ibbean and to disaster areas and of Habitat houses and Carolina Cross Connection and Crisis ministry in the 
sixty years since 1950 are part of a story for another day, but they are a fitting legacy for earlier generations 
who were able to turn from their own concerns to share what they had with others more needy. 

Love, Faye, Tuesday PM. 
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Reaching beyond the Congregation to serve others is an important scriptural teaching and part of our mission 
statement. In the 1960’s, at the leading of a Pastor, we began tithing our budget for missions. In 1972 we first be-
gan sending Building Teams to other countries to help build and repair area Methodist churches. The 1972 team 
went to Vista del Mar, Puerto Rico. The first volunteers from Mt. Olivet were all men, but in 1985 the first wom-
an from our church joined a team working in Panama.  
   Through the years members from our church have joined others on teams working in Puerto Rico, Panama, 
Haiti, The Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Cuba, Kenya, The Virgin Islands, Guatemala and Costa Rica.  Mem-
bers have to pack lightly so they can carry tools, gifts for native children and sometimes even food for them-
selves. Over the years, 30 or 35 different men and women from our Congregation have been on one or more of 
these working trips.   
   The effort is a program of our Western North Carolina Conference. Former Mount Olivet pastors the Reverends 
Ed Cochrane and Hal Varner were very active in the early days of the conference program. Program expenses for 
our team members are entirely supported by our Fall Missions offerings and by substantial contributions by mem-
bers from their own funds. 
   Not all work has been in foreign countries. Volunteer Disaster Relief Teams have served in the U.S. helping 
after floods, hurricanes and and storms. They live and eat at or near  the sites where they work. Approximately 20 
different volunteers have served on these projects. As with the foreign projects, the project leaders often come 
from our church. These teams have helped repair nature’s damage in Clyde, Princeville, Wilmington, Beaufort, 
Edenton, Hayesville, Cherokee and as far away as Moss Point, Mississippi. Teams and individuals have also done 
construction work at the Hinton Center and in Alaska. A common experience of team members has been the de-
velopment of enduring friendships with people in the disaster areas and with team members from other Confer-
ence congregations. 
   Of a more local nature, members of our Congregation, along with other Congregations in the District, helped 
build a Habitat for Humanity house in Lexington in 1995 and another in Welcome in 2005. 
   Our Congregation began participating in the Conference "Carolina Cross Connection" program in the summer 
of 1994. The first group of youth and adult leaders took their old clothes, tools and Bibles to Elk Shoals. Each 
summer since they have traveled to various similar places to repair and repaint homes for those who can not af-
ford professional help. Some who went first as campers returned in later years as adult leaders. 
   Although individuals and groups in the church had helped area residents with home repair and yard work 
through the years, we began MOCC, a  program organized by Kayla Newman, in the summer of 2008.  
   Other important parts of our mission commitment also don’t involve foreign travel, shots or passports. Our of-
ferings to "Pennies from Heaven", our Fall Missions tithe, our Birthday Bank, and our yearly Gideon speaker, our 
spring clothing drive and our budget help support the Davidson County Crisis Ministry, the Medical Ministry, the 
American Children’s Home, our Scholarship Fund and Scouts and others who use our Fellowship Hall. The 
Methodist Men, The Heart Circle and several classes and youth groups also provide a meal and are shelter keep-
ers one night a month for the Crisis Ministry. 



Apr 2010 This year we have been looking at a hundred seventy-five years of Mount Olivet’s history. Many things have 
changed. Buildings, programs, customs, people. And we will never know a great deal of detail from those 
years. Who really changed what, and why? But some things we can know are true, because they have always 
been true and those things can guide our effort as we add to our page of that history. Christ commissioned Pe-
ter and a fragment of the eleven, gathered around a little fire on a rocky beach, to "feed My sheep". Men and 
women to whom that commission matters have been struggling to do that ever since. The Church community 
whose hundred seventy fifth year we have been celebrating is the gift to God from those people, who in their 
time determined to accept that commission and be more than spectators in this place. The boards and bricks, 
the program materials and the expenses of operating were purchased with their offerings and their time. What 
we, in our turn as stewards, do in our time will be added to that gift. 
 

   It is always tempting to try to make some grand plan to create some hoped for result. We love to make pre-
dictions and resolutions but, as the years roll, we still aren’t all flying rocket ships and we still need to work on 
our weight. The people whose congregational heirs we are had a grand plan, but it was not one they drew up 
themselves. Step by step, opportunity by opportunity, they were guided by Scripture, preaching, personal expe-
rience and trust in a God "slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love". They preserved the best of what had 
been and used their limited time and money to improve where they were given a little light to see. There were 
certainly tensions. The new and modern is always the enemy of the old and familiar. Fishermen and Tax Col-
lectors are different people, but the heirs of eleven men and a group of devoted women with powerful Guid-
ance can do remarkable things. What we build during our stewardship of Mount Olivet will in turn have it’s 
effect on the community that will be worshipping and feeding sheep on this corner of Joseph Evans old field in 
2184. 

-Faye Salley, Church Historian 

 


