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Grazing on Grace  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;  
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  

Yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting light;  
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

(Phillip Brooks, 1868) 
 

 
In the shadows of a stable stall under the light of a star “hope” and the  “fears of all the years” 
came crashing into one another. If we read the rest of the poem we understand all too well what 
was included in the “fears of all the years”  –the fear of our own mortality; the fear of unrest and 
violence; the fear of our own sin which pulls us further and further from God. 
 
These fears are not uncommon in the people of every generation and nation. We want to know that 
our lives matter and we will not simply some day cease to “be.”  We want to know that everything 
we suffer now will be temporary. We want to believe that God will continue to give us opportuni-
ties to do better, to get life right, to stop messing up and to rise above our sinful nature. 
 
I was on a quest recently to understand the difference between “hope” and “wish” because some-
one had pointed out to me that folks often use the words as if they mean the same thing. My quest 
brought me to this conclusion: Hope is the expectation of actually receiving a positive outcome to 
our desire; Wish is to have a desire in which the outcome is improbable or unlikely.  I wish I could 
have magic powers – I hope I will pass the test for which I have studied hard. 
 
Notice the poem doesn’t say our wishes and fears are met in Christ’s birth. We do not “wish” that 
we could be saved and live in eternal glory in heaven because that means we do not expect that to 
happen. Instead, we HOPE in the Christ child because we fully expect that his life, death and res-
urrection will indeed save us from our sin, our suffering and our mortality. 
 
In the shadows of a stable stall, under the light of a star, “hope” and “fear” collided – and all that 
we desire came into being. 
 
It is my hope that this Christmas you will encounter the peaceful assurance of the Christ Child 
born to save us all. 
 
Merry Christmas brothers and sisters, 
 
Pastor Karen 
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Our Sympathy 
 Our love and heartfelt sympathy go 
   -  to all the family of Andy Fitzgerald, especially his 
wife, Missy, and boys, Jordan and Brandon. Our 
church youth, especially, will remember Andy’s love 
for them and his exuberant leadership of VBS games 
and contests for many years. 
   - to Patsy Perryman, Steve and Craig Woosley in the 
death of their uncle Joe Biesecker.  Tim and Karen Roberts 

invite you to 
Christmas Open House 
Friday, December 18 

5—8 PM 
2000 Walnut Crossing Run 

Yadkinville 

Open House this year will be at the Yadkinville UMC 
parsonage. Take Speer Bridge Road exit 251 off of 421 
N. Turn right on Speer Bridge Rd.. At the stop sign 
turn left onto Old 421. Walnut Crossing subdivision is 
located approximately 1 mile on the right. They are the 
first house on the right as you turn into the subdivision. 
Double the enjoyment by carpooling,  picking up those 
who don’t like to drive, etc.! 

Thank You 
   Words  can not express our gratitude for the amazing 
love with which you have surrounded us.  We so much 
appreciate the visits, the food, the calls and each act 
you have done for us. The prayers you have lifted have 
and are keeping us going. We are grateful or each of 
you.  
                                 The Fitzgeralds and the Johnsons 

Memorials 
   Mt Olivet will be accepting donation that will go into 
an Educational Trust  for Jordan and Brandon Fitzger-
ald. Please designate Fitzgerald on your donation.   

Introducing  Amanda! 
Amanda Batten became our youth director on  Novem-
ber  8—right after the last newsletter went out.     
   Amanda received her Bachelor of Arts in Religion in 
May 2008 from Campbell University and her Master 
of Theological Studies in Biblical Studies in May 2010 
from Emory University, Candler School of Theology 
in Atlanta GA.  Prior to moving to Atlanta to continue 
her studies, Amanda worked as the Coordinator of 
Youth Ministries at Christ Community United Method-
ist Church in Clayton, NC.  Since 2010 Amanda has 
been teaching online and on-campus religion courses 
(Introduction to Christianity, Introduction to the Old 
Testament, and Introduction to Church History) at 
Campbell University.   
   Amanda is married to Mark Batten, who works at 
Wake Forest Divinity School. They live in Clemmons 
with their three-year-old daughter, Claire.   

“You can never truly enjoy Christmas 
until you can look up into the Father’s 
face and tell him you have received his 
Christmas gift.” ~John R. Rice  
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By Our Presence 
             8:45         SS       11:00 
Nov 1         64            86          65 
Nov 8         76          103          99 
Nov 15         74          101          82 
Nov 22         68            91          76 
Nov 29         75          112          68 
Both worship service and Sunday 
School attendance increased in No-
vember! We averaged 99 in Sun-
day School and 149 in worship ser-
vice.  

By Our Gifts 
Regular Offering. . . . . .$14,457.75 
Evans Scholarship Fund . .1,055.00 
Bobby Berrier Memorial  
  (undesignated). . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 
Greater Things Outreach . . . .50.00 
S. C. Flood Relief . . . . . .  5,359.00 
Power Point Fund  
  (not currently existing) . . . . 50.00 
Total Nov Offering  . $20,956.75      
   Our regular offerings for Novem-
ber were $14,457.75 which were 
down from $16,399.00 in October; 
However, in addition to our regular 
offerings, our Mission Sunday Of-
fering for South Carolina Flood 
Relief was $5,359. Our total offer-
ings for these two items were 
$19,816.75 which is wonderful! 
With total expenses of $15,439.56 
for the month, we had a deficit of 
($981.81).  
   Remember that our regular ex-
penses have now increased with the 
presence of our Youth Pastor, 
Amanda Batten. This is a blessing 
and we look forward to a great fu-
ture for our youth. However there 

is an added expense and we need to 
give a little more to cover this ex-
pense.  
   For the year ending November 
30, 2015, our total regular offerings 
were $155,828.91 and our total ex-
penses were $157,513.61 for a def-
icit of ($1,684.70). If we all work 
together, we can easily overcome 
this deficit in December and finish 
out the year with a surplus. Thank 
you all for your generous offerings. 
GOD IS GOOD! 
            Charles Craver, Treasurer   
 
 
           

Reservations 
   There are no "carry-overs" for 
fellowship hall/classroom reserva-
tions. Please remember to give me 
your new request dates for 2016.                                      
          -Terri Bradley 

Record of Our Faithfulness 
“I will be loyal to the United Methodist Church and support the ministries  of 
Mt. Olivet United Methodist Church by my prayers, my presence, my gifts and 
my service.” Birthday Party 

    Thank you to all the volunteers 
and parents who made the Birthday 
Party for Jesus a priority. We had 
16 volunteers and 20 children, who 
brought 48 pairs of gloves, 6 hats, 
and 6 pairs of socks for children in 
need.  

An Advent Prayer 
God of comfort, these times seem 
so uncertain, so scary.  The world 
seems darker than it has in the past 
and I am less sure of myself.   
   Maybe that's a good thing; maybe 
now I am turning to you with a re-
alization that I need you so much 
more and that my life is not in my 
own control.   
   Let me not forget all of those 
around the world who are fright-
ened at this moment.  Help those 
who are victims of terrorism and 
war.  Be with those who have lost 
so much in the past year.  Hold us 
all in your loving arms and let us 
be comforted by the strength and 
peace you want so much to offer us 
through the birth of your son, Je-
sus.   
   Thank you for the many gifts you 
offer us. 
   -Creighton University’s                   
  Online   Ministries 

Well Done! 
   Gracie Koontz 
made the A/B hon-
or roll for the first 
quarter. 

Your Generosity 
   In November you contributed 
$4,100 to the Pennies from Heaven 
Campaign for the Crisis Ministry 
of Davidson County. You also 
gave $5,359 on Mission Sunday for 
flood relief in South Carolina. 
Thank you for sharing your bless-
ings with others!  
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The ladies met at Carriage House for their last meeting of 
2015.  We had lots of fellowship, fun, dining, fun, revealing of 
secret sisters, fun, gifts passed for the right-left game, fun and 
did I mention the fun we had (especially Nancy).   

   This is a group of special ladies that truly share a loving 
“heart” in and outside of our church.  We will be meeting in January to start 
year #21 and have a spot ready for you to join us.  Look for date and place 
to be announced.   
   Merry merry Christmas and blessings to all for the New Year.    
        CVaughan 

       

They say the wise still seek Him. And  granted,  this  is  really  an Epiphany 
story. But we’ll  use the wise men as a “window” into the birth story of Je-
sus made manifest in  a  flesh and blood presence  on earth.  After  all,  the  
Israelites  had been holding on to God’s promise that  He  would  send  His  
chosen people  a  king  to  save  them  for hundreds  of  years,  through  
many generations. The  wise men  were  learned students  but  not  Jews.  
((Us,  too!) We  will  study  through  video, drama,  crafts,  music,  games, 
stories and other study activities all month as we focus on A Visit From the 
Magi.                                                                                        -lmashburn 

 Where is the child Who 
has been born king of the Jews? 

We saw His star at its rising 
and have come to worship Him. 

.Matthew 2:2 

You’re  
Invited  

to a 

Baby    
Shower 

for Jesus! 
   Matthew 25:40 tells us, “And the 
King shall answer and say unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, Inas-
much as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.”   
   Our 2015 Advent Mission Project 
is bringing Baby gifts for the Alpha 
Pregnancy Center in Lexington 
when we  celebrate the anticipated 
arrival of the Christ Child at our 
Christmas Eve Service. If you are 
unable to come then, they may also 
be left under the Christmas tree in 
the sanctuary any  time this month. 
   Alpha Pregnancy is a volunteer 
organization that encourages girls 
facing a crisis pregnancy by offer-
ing mentoring, character education, 
emotional, spiritual, and practical 
support. They offer alternatives to 
abortion, helping girls make posi-
tive choices.  
    These are items they need: 
- Diapers:  sizes newborn, 2, 3, 4's  
- Sleepers: Newborn, 3 - 6 months, 
6 to 9 months, and 18 to 24 months 
- Towels, wash cloths 
- Socks, bibs, one piece (onesies) - 
- Receiving blankets 
- Baby bottles, sizes small and 
large (more large than small) 
- Outfits: newborn, sizes 3 to 6 
months, and 6 to 9 months 
- Outfits: sizes 12 to 18 months, 18 
24 months and toddler sizes 2 T to 
3T 
- Toiletries: wipes, baby shampoo, 
soap and lotion 
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Mt. Olivet UMC Youth Corner 
First, I would like to thank everyone for their very warm welcome!  Although I have on-
ly been at Mt. Olivet for a month now as the youth minister, I feel like I have been a part 
of this church family much longer.  On behalf of my entire family, thank you!  Also, 
thank you for sharing your wonderful youth with me.  I have thoroughly enjoyed getting 
to know each of them. 
 
With that said, there is much happening for the youth in December: 
Progressive Dinner – Saturday, December 12th.  All youth will need to meet at Mt. 
Olivet at 5:00 p.m. with their permission slip in hand.  We will load into cars and travel 

to the Jackson’s for appetizers, the Frye’s for the main course, and then finish up at my house for dessert 
and a gift exchange.  This is a nice event for the youth so youth should dress Sunday best.  Also, the youth 
should bring with them a $10-15 gift for the gift exchange.  We should end the night around 9:00 p.m. back 
at the church.  Youth will call parents when we are on the way back to the church from Clemmons. 
 

Outside the Lines– Sunday, December 20th.  Youth will be held at Rebecca, Jeremy, and Olivia Mabe’s house 
(730 Mt. Olivet Church Road).  An ESPN clip, Outside the Lines, will be shown that highlights the son of a 
family friend of the Mabe’s who was killed while texting and driving.  Because of the nature of this discus-
sion, parents are invited to stay with their youth.  If a parent does not wish to stay, pick-up will be at 7:30 
from the Mabe’s residence.  Although there may be youth that do not drive yet, this is still a wonderful dis-
cussion to have with them prior to driving or even if they are in the car with other teen drivers. 

 
Youth Lock-In – Thursday, December 31st - Friday, January 1st – The youth will be bringing in the New 

Year together with a lock-in at the parsonage.  Sign-ups are posted on the youth bulletin board outside of 
the Fellowship Hall.  There are many fun activities planned for this night.  Youth will need to bring a sleep-
ing bag/air mattress, small overnight bag, and snacks.  Also, please let me know if you are interested in 
helping chaperone.  Male chaperones are still very much needed! 

 
Also, the youth have been having a snack provided to them at the beginning of each youth meeting.  They very 
much have enjoyed, and fully consumed, the snacks each week!  If any Sunday School classes, bible studies, 
groups, or individuals would like to help in providing these snacks each week, there is a sign-up sheet posted on the 
youth bulletin board by the fellowship hall. 
 
And lastly, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, would like to sign-up or help with any youth 
events/meetings, or just want to say hi!  You can find me on Facebook (Amanda Eckelkamp Batten), email 
(youthminister@mtolivetumc.net), or call/text (919-389-6387). 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Amanda Batten 
 

"This is Christmas: not the tinsel, not the giving and receiving, 
not even the carols, but the humble heart that receives anew the 
wondrous gift, the Christ."  - Frank McKibben 



ACOLYTES 
Dec 13     8:45    Emma Frye 
              11:00    Sydney Bumgarner 
Dec 20    8:45     Grayson Frye 
              11:00     Avery Garmon 
Dec 27    8:45     Hannah Mercer 
              11:00    Caitlyn Bauer 
Jan 3        8:45    Mia Mercer 
              11:00    Brady Everhart 
 

GREETERS 
Dec 13    8:45     Mike & Charlene Craver 
  11:00  Wilson & Barbara Teal 
Dec 20    8:45     Shirley Hedrick 
              11:00     Tim & Regina Newman 
Dec 27    8:45     Ben Hege 
              11:00    Becky & Otha Bumgarner 

LITURGIST 
Dec 13     8:45   Susan Craver 
              11:00   Bonnie Beck 
Dec 20    8:45    Alice Johnson 
              11:00    Linda Mitchell 
Dec 27    8:45    Pastor Karen 
              11:00    Jim Bumgarner 

NURSERY  
Dec 13    8:45     Lynette Wikle 
  11:00  Barbara Teal 
Dec 20    8:45    Amy Mercer 
              11:00    Linda Childress 
Dec 27    8:45    Emily Hedrick 
              11:00    Suzanne Koontz 

SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 
December: Wilson Teal & 
             Joe Craver 
January: Mike Bradley & 
 Pat Craver 
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GREATER THINGS  
Dec 15   Friends of Fellowship 
Dec 17   Believers 
Dec 29   Bruce Salley Class 

Mabel Molinaro 
Bryson Patyk 
Adalyn Peeler 
Julia Peele 
Danielle Phillips 
Emmett Pope 
Tiffany Prior 
Jennnie Reaume 
Mary Schaeffer 
Patty Scott 
Donese Sink  
Trevor Staup  
Eugene Taylor 
Luke Terrell 
Madison Thomason 
Angel Thompson 

Dennis Houck 
Bill Huneycutt 
Brenna Husel 
Melissa Jessup 
Doug Kirk 
Judith Kurtzrock 
Dolly Knox 
Ollie Kyzar 
Jacob Little 
Ray Little 
Betty Ruth Mabe 
Dick Martin 
Len Mashburn 
Larry McAlpine 
Hinton Meyer 
Tommy Mitchell 

Lisa Coley 
Betty Craver 
Elaine Craver 
Kitty Craver 
Larry Craver 
Michael John Craver 
Pat Craver 
Brodie Curtis 
Clark Dail 
Sue Davis 
Darrell  
Missy Flannery 
Trecia Gibson 
Lyda Hawn 
Gavin Hill 
Johnny Hinkle 

Barbara Trivette 
Hank Ulfrey 
 Hal Varner  
Martha Varner 
Meggi Wassiler 
Debbie Weaver 
Larry Weaver 
Bonnie Williams 
Martha Wilson 
Shirley Wyatt 
 

ADVENT WREATH 
Dec 13    8:45-Chris & Erica Hege, 11:00– The Jacksons   
Dec 20    8:45-The Mercers,  11:00– Jeremy & Rebecca Mabe  

Those Who  Serve 
Mt Olivet’s volunteers make our worship services run smoothly and serve in our community. We are in the process 
of making new volunteer lists for 2016. Please contact the following if you wish to be added to or deleted from one 
of the lists: Nursery– Cindy Zimmerman (CindyZimmerman@CRRVC.com), Greeters and Flowers—Linda Mitch-
ell (bjmlinda@triad.rr.com), Acolytes—Linda Mashburn, Liturgist-Pastor Karen (kroberts2@wnccumc.net) 

Diane Adams 
Dallas Anderson 
Nick Antich 
Steve Arnold 
Brenda Barker 
Matthew Berry 
Dennis Booth 
Anita Bowlen 
Heather Brown 
Otha Bumgarner 
Kelly Chesnut 
Barbara Chesnut 
Gretchen Clark 
Charlotte Clodfelter 
Donna Clodfelter 
Ruby Cook 

        Please Remember in Prayer                                                                 
Please contact Susan Craver (764-2983 or smcraver@bellsouth.net) if you have additions, deletions, or correc-
tions to our list of prayer concerns.  
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Kaye Powers 

Randy Black 
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Adelaide Beek-
er 

Janice Johnson 
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Susan Craver 

 
Jody  

Henderson 
 

Michelle  
Henderson 

 

           12 
Youth 
Dinner 

 
Danny Hedrick 

 
Michael Ever-

hart 

           13 
   11:00 
Cantata 

 
Childrens’ 
Program 

Donna Speaks 

Donny Speaks 
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\ 

 

Stewardship 
Committee 

Izzy Benbow 
Blakely Powers 
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Colleen Booth 
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Amy Mercer 
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Lisa Furches 
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Michael Duffey 
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   8:45 
Cantata 

Don Speaks 

Sally Hosey 
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Dan Craver 

Michelle  Carter 
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Sydney Beck 
Neil Berrier 

Philip Sullivan 

             23 
 
 

Steve Woosley 
Barry Woosley 
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        Service 
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Kacie Craver 
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Leslie Mash-
burn 
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Lois Walters 
 

30 

 
 
 
 

Jeff Beck 

Mark Craver 
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Youth 
Lock-in 
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Avery Hester 

 
Emma  

Zimmerman 
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Brenda Fulton 
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Wes Beck 
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Matthew Craver 
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Misty Abood 
Alyssa Perry 
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Bo Fitzgerald 

Mondays, 6:45 AM—KickStart; 6:30-8:30 PM—scouts; Tuesdays, 7:30 PM—Early service choir practice; Wednesdays, 
7:30 PM —11 o’clock choir; Sundays, 8:15AM—Early service choir practice, choir room; 6 PM—youth 

   D ECEMBER 201 5—JANUARY 201 6  



Please join us for 

Advent At Mt. Olivet 
December 13 

    8:45 Service:  Sermon - Under Wraps: God is Jealous  
    11:00 Service: Choir Cantata - Not Just Any Night   

6:30 PM: Children’s Program 

December 18 
5-8 PM — Parsonage Open House, Yadkinville 

December 20 
    8:45 service:  Choir Cantata - Light Out of the Darkness 
    11:00 Service:  Sermon - Under Wraps: God is Faithful 

December 24 
One of our most treasured traditions is our Christmas Eve Service.  

The beautiful candlelight celebration begins at 7 PM. 


