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At one time or another we have all caught ourselves gazing at the beauty of a stained glass win-
dow. They adorn our churches with vibrant colors and images that draw us into a holy place of 
reflection and beauty. Stained glass windows have been used in churches as early as the fourth 
century but their purpose was more than bringing beauty to the worship space. In an age in which 
most people could not read or write or own a bible the stained glass windows became ways to tell 
Christ’s story without words. Within the windows the artist could place pictures and symbols that 
told the greatest story in the world. You didn’t need to know how to read or write to understand 
the story – you just needed to look and see. 
 

Visualizing Christ’s story has always been important. Jesus used visual images often to get his point across. When 
he said, “consider the lilies…” he was most likely standing by a field of lilies. When he told the parable of the sow-
er he was probably standing near a field. When he preached about childlike faith he did so with a child on his lap. 
When he spoke on unselfish generosity he pointed out a widow dropping two coins into the offering plate. When he 
wanted to teach a lesson on servant leadership he washed his disciples feet. Jesus was a great teacher who under-
stood that if people could SEE the lesson they would remember it better. 
 
This is a lesson that is still vitally important in our technologically advanced world. Today’s younger generations 
have grown up in a world in which visual images dominate the way they learn and experience the world. Anyone 
under the age of 30 is not only accustomed to video games, movies, and television, but also podcasts, vlogs, and 
youtube. You might also notice billboards are now moving visual commercials, even the menu at your favorite fast 
food restaurant is often a video image (Check out Wendy’s!). Everywhere we turn, images draw us into a story…so 
why not Christ’s story? 
 
In a recent survey at Mt. Olivet we asked folks if they could change one thing about the church what would it be. 
One of the themes repeated quite often by all ages (second only to the need for a paid youth pastor) was to 
“modernize” the church. It is interesting to note that I personally have had this discussion with our youth and have 
heard this loud and clear: Our youth love Mt. Olivet Church. They love its history and heritage. They love the sanc-
tuary and the links to a past that remind them they are part of something bigger than themselves. They want to wor-
ship in that space. However, they desire for that space to also draw them into the holy places of reflection and con-
nection to God in ways to which they can relate. For them and for many of their parents and grandparents, the de-
sire to modernize is simply the desire for their generation to find relevance in the church. It is their desire to hear 
Jesus say…look and see.   
 
Modernization does not mean a devaluing of time, history and tradition. It is simply a way to keep the history and 
tradition of Christ’s message alive and pertinent in the lives of today’s culture. Modernizing isn’t the enemy of tra-
dition; it is the way that tradition remains refreshed and the story continues to be told in ways that draw younger 
generations into God’s holy space of Word and truth. 
 
While we explore this option for Mt. Olivet UMC, please be assured that we do so with great care of our history but 
also with an ever-mindful heart for following the call of Jesus to go forward and tell His story to all generations.  
 
Grazing on God’s Grace daily, 
Pastor Karen 

http://www.mtolivetumc.net 

http://www.mtolivetumc.net
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Our  Sympathy 
We extend our love and sincere 
sympathy to  
-the family and friends of Burch 
Woosley, who passed away on Au-
gust 8 
- Barbara and Charlie Chesnut and 
the grandchildren in the death of 
Millard Faulkner on August 23 
- Evva Zimmerman, who lost her 
brother Farrell Clodfelter on Au-
gust 24 

Stewardship Committee Survey Report 
 
Earlier this year the Mt. Olivet Stewardship Committee conducted a 
broad survey in an attempt to better define the values and concerns of 
our church. Our goal was to determine who we are and how we can 
best live into our identity in ways that serve our God, our church, and 
our community.  
 
We would like to offer a brief summary of the results of this survey and 
to provide an update on how we are using this information for the fu-
ture of Mt. Olivet UMC. 
 
Our first question gave us great clarity in who we are and what we val-
ue. When asked what was most important about our congregation, the 
overwhelming majority of participants indicated that the supportive, 
caring, loving nature of Mt. Olivet’s people was most important. Al-
most every response offered a variation of how they felt encouraged, 
supported and loved by the church. What we value is a strong sense of 
community in which we are investing God’s love into the lives of those 
around us. In a similar vein, the way we respond to the needs of the 
community and world through our missions was also a vital sign of our 
belief that helping others is essential to who we are as a congregation. 
 
The second question helped us define what our congregation is most 
worried about and the predominate answer was declining attendance. It 
is true that our average worship attendance is down and there are sever-
al factors as to why this is happening. It is our belief that this is simply 
a reflection of the current culture and nature of our society as most oth-
er churches in our area are reporting similar findings.  
 
The third question was intended to open our hearts and minds to dream 
a bit about what we would like to see Mt. Olivet achieve. While the an-
swers to this question spanned a great many areas there were two 
themes that dominated: Hiring a youth pastor and the need to modern-
ize the church.  
 
The Stewardship Committee, SPRC, and Administrative Board all 
agreed unanimously that hiring a youth pastor would be a great step 
that would improve the ministry to our youth and also be a vital factor 
in improving attendance. We are currently taking applications for this 
position and hope to have a youth pastor hired by the end of the year. 
 
You can see Pastor Karen’s Grazing on Grace article to know more 
about the modernization of the church.  
 
We thank everyone for your willingness to participate in this survey 
and continue to pray for God to reveal His will for Mt. Olivet UMC. 

- Pastor Karen 
 

   Hannah Mercer is the new Miss 
North Davidson. She was also the 
girls' individual winner at the three-
team cross country meet Sept 1 at 
Central Davidson.  
   Sydney Beck placed seventh in 
the September 1 meet.  
   Walker Schaeffer was selected 
to participate in the John Coltrane 
International Jazz and Blues Festi-
val as part of the Coltrane Youth 
Jazz Worshop Band. The festival is 
held annually in High Point over 
Labor Day weekend.   
   Kaylyn Vaughan  has completed 
her studies at DCCC achieving 
Dean’s List status.  She has entered 
UNC-G studying nutritional sci-
ence, will be able to work in a nu-
tritionist position, with plans to 
further her education to a P.A. de-
gree.   
   Bo Fitzgerald, son of Laurie and 
former pastor Alton Fitzgerald,  
has been named Chief of the Da-
vidson Fire Department.  
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a substantial drop, and with offer-
ings averaging $12,500 per month 
for the rest of the year, we will 
have a substantial deficit by the 
end of the year. As we come to the 
end of summer, we pray that we 
will all be more faithful in our at-
tendance and in our offerings this 
fall. Thank you all for your faith-
ful offerings and attendance. May 
God bless you!  

CCraver, Church Treasurer.  
 
 

Tuesday, 
Sept 22  

9 AM 
Hoyt’s  

 

Ladies… 
the men need your delicious home-
made cakes on  Sept 13. Without 
them, the barbecue wouldn’t be 
nearly so successful. Please have 
them at the church by 10 that Sat-
urday. 

Custodians 
Jack and Sherry Thrift are our 
new building custodians. (Jon Oak-
ley is in charge of the grounds) 
They live at 647 Raper Circle and 
serve several other area churches. 
They clean Mt Olivet on different 
days but try to leave bathrooms and 
Fellowship Hall for the end of the 
week. 

   We are continuing our  food 
drive and donations  to help stock 
the shelves at Greater Things dur-
ing September. Food can be left 
under the steps in the fire tower or 
you may make checks to Greater 
Things Outreach.  

Record of  
Our Faithfulness 

By Our Presence 
             8:45         SS      11:00 
Aug 2         54            95          93 
Aug 9         57           90           69 
Aug 16         65         100          73 
Aug 23         59         102          64 
Aug 30   -  148 -  
We averaged 97 in Sunday School 
and 152 in worship service.  
 

By Our Gifts 
Regular Offering . . . . .$12,528.00 
VBS (Stop Hunger Now).1,118.47 
CCC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .235.00 
Scholarship Fund . . . . . . . . .35.00 
Memorial Millard Faulkner  
    (Greater Things) . . . . . . .100.00 
Total Offering . . . . . . . $14,016.47 
Our regular offerings for August 
were $12,538, and our expenses 
were $14,765.18, for a substantial 
deficit of ($2,727.18). For the year 
ending August 31, our total offer-
ings were $110,548.16, and our 
total expenses were $113,928.49, 
for a deficit of ($3,380.33).  
   For the last 3 months, our offer-
ings have averaged roughly 
$12,500 per month, while in the 3 
months before that, our average 
monthly offerings were approxi-
mately $15,500 per month. This is 

What’s Happening — or Not 
- No fellowship meal is scheduled 
in September 
- Zumba is cancelled for the rest of 
the year 
- The Staff Parish Relations 
Committee will meet on Sunday, 
September 20, at 6:30 in the Bruce 
Salley classroom.  
- The Administrative Board will 
meet at 6:30 on September 27 
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   First through fifth graders are invited to join us in 
Sunday School during September to study the story of 
Esther. Just as God had a plan for the exiled Jews, God 
also has a plan for each one of us. Sometimes we think 
that God doesn’t know or doesn’t care what is happen-
ing to us. Giving our children even a small grasp of the 
importance of trusting God "no matter what" at a young 
age, will better equip them to handle life as young peo-
ple and adults.  
   Our objectives for the month are to learn  
- where Esther is in the Old Testament and be able to re
-tell the story  
- God is always watching over us. He is in control and 
weaves together the events of our lives for our best, 
even though we can’t know what will happen in the end 
- God uses ordinary people who listen for God’s direc-
tion and identify prayer as a way to listen and talk to 
God. 
- Having faith in God means choosing to trust God even 
in scary times. 
- God has given His children gifts to help others to see 
that He exists and He wants them to be a member of His 
family.                                                       - SCraver 

Church Directory 
   Do you know what these folks have in common: 
Rev. Karen, the Bauers, the Husels, Ella Koontz, 
Larry Lineberrry, Danny Beck? They, and many 
others, aren’t in our church directory. That’s getting 
ready to change very soon.  
   We're excited to be working with Divine Designs 
on a new directory. For an example of their work, 
look at the display in the bottom of the fire tower. 
You will see some familiar faces! 
   Appointments are available Tuesday, Wednesday 
(September 29, 30), and Thursday (Oct 1)  from 3-8 
PM;  Friday (Oct 2) from 10-3, and Saturday (Oct 
3) from 10-1. You may sign up at the church or 
online by following the link at www.divineportrait 
directories.com. If you are unable to make your ap-
pointment in one of these ways, call Kathy Craver 
(764-2249) or Linda Mitchell (764-3853)  to sched-
ule it for you. If you are unable to come on any of 
these dates, you can schedule an appointment at 
their studio. You may also include your extended 
family by scheduling two adjoining sessions.    
   You aren’t obligated to purchase pictures so 
please come. We want all our church family repre-
sented in the new directory!  

A Great Big  
Thank You… 

to each one that helped make our 
August 30 outdoor worship and 
covered dish lunch a great experi-
ence! A lot of work went into the 
preparation and we are grateful. 
   We had around 150 attending—
See how many you can count in the 
picture on the back page—and 
enough food for many more than 
that. You  said: “A beautiful ser-
vice.” “It was wonderful to have 
time to actually talk to people, not 
just say ‘hello.’” “Wish we could 
do this more often!”  “It was an 
awesome service and great time of 
fellowship!” “A great day! Loved 
the service, the food and the fun”  

2015 promotions 
   On September 6, Linda Mashburn presented promotion certificates to our 
Sunday School students: 
Preschool to Kindergarten: Jarrett Duffey, Sophie Hege, Addie Hill, Cathe-
rine Powers, Lane Rumley, Walker Scism 
Kindergarten to WoRM: Emily Bauer, Daylen Hill, Cash Koontz, Blakley 
Powers, Izabelle Thornton, Kinley Travis 
WoRM to Middle School: Sydney Bumgarner, Anna Carter, Megan Cum-
ming, Jace Eads 
Middle School to High School: Madison Bumgarner, Jessup Eads, Ellie 
Essick, Brady Everhart, Grayson Frye, Avery Garmon, Allison Johnson, Eli 
Lineberry, Cameron Mercer, Mia Mercer, Walker Schaeffer, Grayson Sink 



Heart  Circle News    
The sisters gathered in the kitchen of President, Kathy Knox for our August 
meeting.  Elaine blessed our food and our fellowship with one another and 
with our GOD.  Great blessing, great food, great fellowship.  Meeting start-
ed with our prayer praise and concerns, so many amongst us and in our 
church community.  Sue Anderson delivered our devotional for the night 
leading us back to the “Family Matters” series that Pastor Karen has been 
preaching on.  It was also a sharing of our money night always a win win 
within our church family and community needs.  Then onto our baking pro-
jects………..cakes for the August 30th cake walk (which was a huge suc-
cess and lots of fun), making sure we fill the request of the Methodist Men 
by providing homemade desserts for the September 12 BBQ and our semi-
annual Bake Sale, November 15.  Please mark your calendars and make 
room in your freezer for convenient homemade meals and desserts to keep 
or share.  Our next meeting will be at the parsonage (thank you Rev. Karen) 
on September 21.  Please come join us in a central location with access to 
more parking, dinner (I heard mention of pizza!) @ 6:30 meeting to start 
thereafter with  much much fellowship and sharing.  We have a spot wait-
ing for you.     - Cheryl Vaughan 
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Gracious Lord, You provided 
a way for all God’s choris-
ters at Mt. Olivet to worship 
and sing together during our 
picnic-shelter service on the 
30th of August. Thank you for 
the sounds of all your sing-
ers as we joined in one cho-
rus as one body of Christ, in 
gracefully singing with unbe-
lievable harmonies, “Just a 
Little Talk with Jesus”, and 
“At That Ole Country 
Church.” AMEN ! 
   We are all looking forward to fall 
events and the coming of Advent 
and Christmas. Missy and I agree 
that those events are not far away 
when planning special services and 
cantatas. I will call all the families 
individually to let them know when 
their children will be rehearsing, 
regularly in Sept. and October; 
how the cd recordings will be the 
tool for them to learn their assigned 
Christmas carols for the yearly 
children’s December pageant. Cur-
rently we are not ready to give the 
exact December date for adult can-
tatas and the youth Christmas pro-
gram until the Council meets and 
decides.  
   Youngsters who are 8th graders 
up through 12th graders are encour-
aged to sing with the adult choirs 
for the cantata presentations. The 
door is always open for them to 
graduate into the experience of 
these holy musicals. 
   See you in the choir room. All 
are welcome to join in with the 
Choir Community at our church. 
Contact Missy Frye or Kathy 
Knox. Come. Go with God,   kknox  

 
    

Thank You! 
   Much time and effort goes into 
our VBS decorations each year, so 
it was especially gratifying to get 
this kind note from Trinity Friends 
Meeting thanking us for the use of 
our 2013 decorations: 
Dear Friends, We had the pleasure 
of borrowing “Treasures of the 
Nile” from Bethesda UMC this 
year for  our VBS. The decorations 
that were given to us were beauti-
ful and we can only imagine the 
time that went into them. There 
were many comments made by 
church members on how nice the 
decorations were. We were so 
blessed to have gotten to use them. 
Thank you.  

...the school week 
with food, friends, and 

faith! 
   What makes for a great first day 
of school? Sixteen bright, smiling 
faces gathered around a table eat-
ing homemade scones and clotted 
cream, fresh fruit and egg/sausage 
muffins and sharing their hopes in 
God's plan for a new school year. 
Yep, KickStart Youth Breakfast is 
the place to be on Monday morn-
ings in North Davidson  
   All middle and high school stu-
dents are invited to come every 
Monday that school is in session 
from 6:45—7:15 for breakfast, a 
short devotion, and prayer. 
   Anyone who needs a ride should 
contact Pastor Karen at 336-293-
3607 so we can arrange a carpool.  

Enterprise Moravian 
Church will have a country 
ham/chicken pie supper 
on Saturday, September 
19, beginning at 5 PM. 

Music Notes 
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        Please Remember in Prayer                                                                 
 Please let us know if there are additions or deletions to our prayer list. 

Diane Adams 
Dallas Anderson 
Danny Anderson 
Steve Arnold 
Matthew Berry 
Lorainne Boesel 
Anita Bowlen 
Heather Brown 
Otha Bumgarner 
Anna Callaway 
Kelly Chesnut 
Barbara Chesnut 
Gretchen Clark 
Donna Clodfelter 
Ruby Cook 
Lisa Coley 

Dick Martin 
Len Mashburn 
Ann McMahan 
Larry McAlpine 
Nancy Mercer 
Hinton Meyer 
Ronald Myers 
Mary Ellen Midkiff 
Jeff Patterson 
Tommy Mitchell 
Mabel Molinaro 
Lorene Parker 
Bryson Patyk 
Adalyn Peeler 
Danielle Phillips 

Anne Craver 
Betty Craver 
Elaine Craver 
Kitty Craver 
Larry Craver 
Michael John Craver 
Mildred Craver 
Ralph Craver 
Brodie Curtis 
Clark Dail 
Darrell  
Mitch Edwards 
Missy Flannery 
Trecia Gibson 
Donald Griggs 

Emmett Pope 
Tiffany Prior 
Jennnie Reaume 
Mary Schaeffer 
Patty Scott 
Donese Sink  
Trevor Staup  
Eugene Taylor 
Madison Thomason 
Angel Thompson 
Hank Ulfrey 
 Hal Varner  
Martha Varner 
Meggi Wassiler 
Bonnie Williams 
Shirley Wyatt 

Lyda Hawn 
Gavin Hill 
Johnny Hinkle 
Bill Huneycutt 
Brenna Husel 
Melissa Jessup 
Doug Kirk 
Judith Kurtzrock 
Dolly Knox 
Ollie Kyzar 
Reese Kyzar 
Debbie Lewis 
Jacob Little 
Ray Little 
Betty Ruth Mabe 
Dr Ed Maddox 

Be Careful Who You Imitate 
The following story is reported to be true: 
   A new missionary recruit went to Venezuela for the first time. He was struggling with the language and didn't 
understand a whole lot of what was going on. Intending to visit one of the local churches, he got lost, but eventually 
got back on track and found the place. Having arrived late, the church was already packed. The only pew with a 
seat open was the one on the front row. 
   So as not to make a fool of himself, this recruit decided to pick someone out of the crowd to imitate. He chose to 
follow the man sitting next to him on the front pew. As they sang, the missionary tried to follow along. When the 
man stood up to pray, the missionary recruit stood up too. When the man sat down, he sat down. When the man 
took the cup and bread for the Lord's Supper, he took the cup and bread. During the preaching, the recruit didn't 
understand a thing. He just sat there and tried to look like that man in the front pew. 
   Then he perceived that the preacher was giving announcements. People clapped, so he looked to see if the man 
was clapping. He was, and so the recruit clapped too. Then the preacher said some words that he didn't understand 
and he saw the man next to him stand up. So he stood up, too. Suddenly a hush fell over the entire congregation. A 
few people gasped. He looked around and saw that nobody else was standing, so he sat down. 
   After the service ended, the preacher stood at the door shaking the hands of those who were leaving. When the 
missionary recruit stretched out his hand to greet the preacher, the preacher said, in English: "I take it you don't 
speak Spanish." 
   The missionary recruit replied: "No I don't. Is it that obvious?" 
   "Well yes," said the preacher, "I announced that the Acosta family had a newborn baby boy and would the proud 
father please stand up." 
   There is nothing wrong with imitating godly men and women, but we need to be careful who we imitate, and to 
what extent. Even the apostle Paul was careful to limit those who sought to follow him: 
   "Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ." (1 Cor. 11:1) 
   Follow the example of those you know who are living godly lives, but be sure to keep one eye on Christ as the 
ultimate standard. Otherwise, you may find yourself standing when you ought to be sitting!                 Alan Smith 
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Torrey Booth 

Shana Harmon 

Jarrett Duffey 

Jane  

Zimmerman 
Mondays, 6:30-8:30 PM—scouts; Tuesdays, PM—Early service choir practice; Wednesdays, 7:30 PM —11 o’clock choir; 
Sundays, 8:00AM—Early service choir practice, choir room;  

   S ep tem ber—October  20 1 5  

COM 

Directory pictures made by appointment 

SPRC 
Comm 

Adm 
Bd 

Blood 
Drive 



GREETERS 
Sept 13    8:45  Jeff and Cindy Zimmerman 
              11:00  Dan and Sally Hosey 
Sept 20    8:45  Lynn Lemly, Emily Hedrick 
              11:00  Gray & Trish Hutchens,  
   Grayson & Britt Sink 
Sept 27    8:46  Glenn & Jacque Perryman 
              11:00  Gary & Mary K Patterson 
Oct 4       8:45  Mike & Becky Lewis 
              11:00  Lynn & Neva Alderman 
Oct 11     8:45  Polly Craver, Ruby Cook 
                11:00  Danny & Penny Beck 
 

LITURGISTS 
Sept 13     8:45   Pat Craver 
               11:00   Christy Chesnut 
Sept 20    8:45    Danny Hedrick 
              11:00    Lisa Foster 
Sept 27    8:45    Linda Mashburn 
              11:00    Wilson Teal 
Oct 4       8:45    Kaye Powers 
              11:00    Charles Craver 
Oct 11     8:45    Susan Craver 
              11:00    Bonnie Beck 

NURSERY  
Sept 13    8:45    Lynn Lemly 
              11:00    Michelle Powers 
Sept 20    8:45    Lynette Wikle 
              11:00    Lisa Foster 
Sept 27    8:45    Amy Mercer 
              11:00    Linda Mitchell 
Oct 4       8:45    Emily Hedrick 
              11:00     
Oct 11     8:45    Cindy Zimmerman 
              11:00    Mary K Patterson 

FLOWERS 
September 13    Jean Marsh 
September 20    open 
September 27    Patsy Perryman 
October 4          Charles &  
      Kathy Craver 
October 11        Bill Huneycutt 

SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 
September—Wilson Teal, Joe Craver 
October—Bill Huneycutt,  
  Charles Craver 

GREATER THINGS 
September 15—Bruce Salley Class 
September 17 - Friends  
                            of Fellowship 
September 29—New Beginnings 
October 15—Believers 

Mt Olivet United Methodist Church 
1082 Community Rd., Lexington, NC   27295 
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ACOLYTES 
Sept 13    8:45    Leslie Mashburn 
              11:00    Avery Garmon 
Sept 20    8:45    Emma Frye 
              11:00    Caitlin Bauer 
Sept 27    8:45    Grayson Frye 
              11:00    Brady Everhart 
Oct 4      8:45     Hannah Mercer 
              11:00    Madison Bumgarner 
Oct 11     8:45    Mia Mercer 
              11:00    Olivia West 

Aug 30, 2015 


