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And let people learn to devote themselves to good works in order to meet urgent needs, so 

that they may  not be unproductive. Titus 3:14 

              

      As summer break comes to an end and the school season is in session, it can be challeng-

ing to get back into a regular routine, let alone work out a new schedule for the household.  

There are tips to follow that can ease the stress of returning to school, according to Dr. Fran 

Walfish, child and family psychotherapist and author of “The Self-Aware Parent,” and Dr. 

Christina Nicholas, licensed clinical psychologist.  The primary trick is to plan ahead and get 

organized by setting a routine to your daily schedule.  To make this an easy transition the two doctors have 

listed 101 ways to organize the family living.  I read through this list and, in comparison began to think about 

how disorganized our Christian lives can become in a very short amount of time.  

When our daily routines change due to various and sundries reasons, it is easy to allow our relationship 

with God to get off track.  We may not recognize that we are in fact steering in the wrong direction, or that we 

have wandered away from the church.  Without realizing it, we become strangers to those we once worshipped 

with.  Time passes and we are distant from that which was once familiar and comforting to us. However, we 

can avoid this from happening.   

A few of the steps listed for aiding students in adjusting their return to school is a prime example to follow 

in preparing our hearts to get back on track and stay in the routine of faithful living with God. 

 

Get your child involved in programs they can do after school to keep them active. 

Be active in the church 

Visit cultural attractions like museums to shift their brains into “scholar” mode 

Be active in the community 

Hire an after-school sitter to help care for your child while you are at work. 

Volunteer with the children and youth programs 

Encourage your child to read at least one book before the school year begins. 

Inspire younger generations to read the scriptures 

 

  As Christians, we should set aside time daily to be with God.  The more we are active with God, the 

stronger our witness will be.  Studying God’s Word, reading scriptures and sharing our wisdom and 

knowledge with others is a witness to our faith.  Reaching out to those in need, encouraging one another, shar-

ing experiences of our traditions and lending a helping hand are ways of staying on track and helping others 

not to get off track as children of God.  Volunteer to teach a Bible study, work with the children and youth pro-

grams, or teach Sunday school on occasion.  Each of these things are important to who we are students of the 

Christian faith.  Staying on schedule with our faith keeps us active with God.   

 Rather than needing to get back on track with God, may we remain faithful to spend time serving God 

so that we are always in touch with God.        

http://mtolivetumc.net/ 

Pastor Sandra   
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Tues - Sept 17 

Hoyt’s  

Restaurant 

 

is not something you go to.  

     It's a      you belong to. 
Our love and sympathy go to the 

family and friends of Patty Scott, 

who was the oldest member of Mt. 

Olivet (99 years) when she passed 

away on August 17. 

Why Do You  

Come to Church? 

   Here are your answers: 
- I Love Church because I find rev-

erence for Christ there.      

 - I go to church to thank God and in 

my gratitude, I gain help, hope and 

strength for the week ahead.   

- Time in worship and fellowship 

with my church family recharge me 

for the coming week.  

- Worshipping with other believers 

encourages and strengthens my 

faith.  

- Jesus said if we love him, we’ll 

keep his commandments. The 4th 

commandment is to remember the 

Sabbath. Going to church is how I 

do that. 

- Attending worship is a way to 

show my love for God.  

-Coming to church with my family 

teaches my children that making 

time to worship God is important for 

our family. 

•  

    Congratulations to Kevin and 

Samantha Foster on the birth of 

their daughter, Elizabeth Annemax-

ine. Lizzie arrived August 16 

weighing 8 lbs and 3 ounces. She is 

the granddaughter of Mike and Lisa 

Foster and the great-granddaughter 

of Charlie and Barbra Chesnut.  

A Gift 

of  

God 

Well Done! 
Congratulations to Kayla Newman 

on her new job as  Social Work 

Supervisor at Wake Forest Baptist 

Medical Center.  

You’re Invited! 

Chicken Pie–  

Country Ham Supper 

Enterprise Moravian 

Church 

Sept 28*           5 PM 

*Note date change 

Oak Forest UMC 

Fall Bazaar & Car Show 
Sept 20-21 

-Annual Fall Bazaar: Activities 

include yard sale, general store, 

chicken pies sale both days.  

-Friday's tenderloin dinner is $8 

from 5 to 7pm  

followed by a live auction.  

-Saturday is the car show with 

breakfast and lunch!  

Financial 

Peace  

University  
Planning for the 

future is hard 

when you’re still 

paying for the past! Listen—there’s 

a better way! Join the Financial 

Peace University group, and we’ll 

learn how to beat debt and make a 

plan for the future . . . togeth-

er!  Interested? Join us at Midway 

United Methodist Church starting 

September 15, 2019 at 4:00pm. If 

you have any questions, feel free to 

contact the church at (336)764-

0990 or you may see the schedule 

and sign up online at https://

www.fpu.com/1093105. 

Storms 
During storms 
we see that ma-
terial things 
lose their im-

portance, and things that really 
matter come to the forefront...the 
Christian life isn’t about escaping 
the storms that come our way but 
about being able to weather the 
storms because of our foundation 
in Christ.—Dennis Denby 

https://www.fpu.com/1093105
https://www.fpu.com/1093105
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Our membership vows state, “We 

will be loyal to the United Method-

ist Church and faithfully partici-

pate in its ministries by our pray-

ers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service, and our witness.” Here we 

report on how we’re doing with 

two of those.  

By Our Presence 

          SS         10:00    

Aug 4            NA         104 

Aug 11          83           119 

Aug 18         59            100 

Aug 25         79            102 

In August we averaged 74 in Sun-

day School and 106 in worship.  

By Our Gifts  

General fund  . . . . . . . . $16,859.78  

Summer mission . . . . . . .  1,314.50 

CCC . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150.00 

CD interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . .175.21 

Youth fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . .200.00 

Scholarship fund . . . . . . . . . . 75.00 

   After a relatively small offering 

for July, our total offerings did in-

crease in August; but they were  

still not large enough to cover our 

expenses. 

Record of Our Faithfulness 
 Total regular offerings for August 

were $16,859.78, but this did in-

clude on-line offerings of $772.51 

which were received for August 

and July. On-line offerings for July 

had not been previously reported.  

   Total expenses for August were 

$18,399.88, so we ended the month 

with a deficit of ($1,540.10). This 

is the second deficit in a row, and 

hopefully will not be repeated for 

September. Expenses were a little 

higher than normal because we 

paid our quarterly insurance premi-

um and for Sunday School litera-

ture this month.  

   For the year, our total expenses 

are $147,719.57, and our total reg-

ular offerings are $140,670.94; for 

a deficit of ($7,048.63). We have 

four months left in the year to cov-

er the deficit and can easily do this.   

   Thanks to all who give so gener-

ously, and may God bless you!   

              Charles Craver, Treasurer  
 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 17 
It’s time to give our fellowship hall 

tables and high chairs a good 

scrubbing! We need help to carry 

them outside and to wash. Please 

come at 9 AM.  

Church Directories 
Don’t forget that Divine Designs, 

the company that did our last direc-

tory, will be making pictures at the 

church the week of November 11. 

By doing them then, we will be 

able to get them back in time to 

give them for Christmas presents.  

   Please watch the bulletin and 

newsletter for information on how 

to schedule your appointment.  Saturday, Sept 7 
11 AM—6 PM 

$10/plate 
Barbecue chicken slaw,  

potatoes, drink,  
& dessert 

Hot dogs available 

“A day without prayer is a 

day without blessing, and a 

life without prayer is a life 

without power.”—Edwin Harvey 
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Now that fall is here and everyone is settling into their new routine, I hope 

we can all make Sunday School and worship a priority. This month in Sun-

day School we're kicking off a new series of lessons featuring emojis—

small digital images or icons like the ones above used to express ideas or 

emotions. Each week we will discuss one or more Bible stories and/or vers-

es and illustrate them with an emoji.  

   Last Sunday we did a happy face. As Christians we have so much to be 

happy about! Our Scripture passage was from Luke 10, which tells about 

Jesus sending out 72 of his followers to prepare the surrounding towns for a 

visit from him. When they returned they were ecstatic because people be-

lieved and they had been able to heal the sick and cast out demons. Jesus 

told them they should be even happier that they would go heaven. Our les-

son included watching a video clip, listening to songs about happiness and 

joy, working on the Bible verse, and creating a happy emoji. 

   This Sunday we will have a sad emoji. Our Scripture is John 11:1-44, 

which tells about Lazarus death and Jesus bringing him back to life. Jesus 

shows us that it’s ok to be sad, and it’s ok to cry when we are sad or when 

our friends are sad. He also shows us that when we pray to Him and tell 

Him we’re sad, He has the power to comfort us.            SCraver 

2019 Promotions 
   On August 25, these students 

were promoted to: 

• Kindergarten: Rose Craver, 

Blaise Salomon, Hailey Wilkes 

• Elementary: Lily Craver,  

      Hudson Hege  

• Middle School: Connor Hege, 

Liam Richardson 

• High School: Saylor Jackson 

Back to School!  

Back to Church!  
   We want the very best for our 

children. We wouldn't dream of not 

sending them to school; they need 

the skills taught there to prepare 

them to lead a productive life. Nei-

ther should we let them miss 

church. It is only through a person-

al relationship with God that their 

lives will be truly content and ful-

filling. Sunday School and worship 

will help you help them find that.  Witnesses of God’s Care 
Quotations from July-August 2019 Upper Room 

   “I’m so glad to know that God promises to take hold of my hand...I know 

that God will never let go of me...God is holding on to us, and nothing will 

ever come between God’s hand and ours.”  - Dorcas Andrews  

   “When we feel as if we are hanging off a tall cliff with no help in sight, 

we can recall the promises of God to be with us through it all. God will 

hold us tightly and instruct us in the way we should go. If we listen, we will 

hear the encouraging words of the Lord: ‘I got you!’” - James Baumberger 

   “God is my constant companion, my savior, and my best friend. ..It is 

comforting to know that God loves me, hears me, answers me, and forgives 

me.”   - Beth DeLong 

     “No matter what challenges we are facing, our God is great. God hears 

our prayers and will see us through.”  - Robinbhai P. Christian 

   “Our Lord shows us love and hope by never leaving us alone.”  - Jason 

Robinson 

   “I now understand that God is with us every moment and in every situa-

tion. God never abandons us.”   - Beatriz Nasso 

   “Though our situations and circumstances may be difficult or our health 

may fail, God is present to go through it with us.”  - Mike Anwana 

Roadblocks 

   New perspectives about life can 

arrive in unexpected ways. Life is 

unpredictable, bringing difficulty to 

each of us. At first problems seem 

a burden, and we might want to 

curse our circumstances or blame 

God. Sometimes roadblocks lead to 

small miracles—or at least in-

sight—that can shape our under-

standing, helping us to know God 

in a new way and to trust God more 

fully.  - Palakunnathu A. Matthew, 

Upper Room, July-August 2019  
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My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to You. Psalm 

71:23 

One of the great adoration hymns is “Joyful, Joyful, We 

Adore Thee.” One of the phrases within this beloved ballad 

is “Singing bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in 

Thee!” The hearts of our choral participants always ring out with passionate 

thanksgiving as they heartily sing Sunday after Sunday and we are grateful 

for their efforts.  

   Much planning and organizing for the Fall and Winter months are under-

way which are just around the corner, full of hope and promise. The adult 

rehearsals are still Tuesday evenings at the church at 7PM for the Early 

Service Chancel singers and at the Knox home on Wednesday evenings at 

7PM for the Late Service Choir.  

   The Children’s Choir rehearsals at our home will begin at 4:45 PM 

through 6:30 PM, providing an open window of opportunity for the kiddos 

to come and go within that hour and 45 minute increment every Wednesday 

(Except for those wonderful Fellowship Meals and then we’d keep the 

practices at church for those occasions.)  I will always text and call the par-

ents if anything changes.   

   The children’s choir robes are all clean ready for a fitting from each 

youngster. Please try to come into the choir room before Sunday School to 

get fitted for those blue robes. We will be using them for the worship ser-

vices in the future.  

   The glory and honor are Jesus’alone,                 kknox   

Heart  

Circle  

News 
   Our last meeting was held on 

Monday, August 12.  Thank you 

to our hostesses, Kathy’s daugh-

ters – Jamie and Wendy – and 

thanks to Jamie and Blake for al-

lowing us to meet at their beauti-

ful home.  We had so much great 

food and desserts – kudos to all 

the chefs!   We enjoyed fellowship 

around the pool after dinner (and 

some even dipped their toes in the 

water)!  What a wonderful end-of-

summer meeting at a perfect loca-

tion. 

   We did discuss a few items of 

business.  The date for our Fall 

Bake Sale will be on November 

17. Please mark your calendars 

and come out and support our 

fundraiser.  All monies made sup-

port many missions.  We hope to 

help those locally and other mis-

sions like giving to the Clean Wa-

ter Fund. 

   We had some that could not be 

at our meeting due to illness so we 

continue to pray for healing and 

hope they will be able to join us at 

the next meeting.  We wished a 

Happy Birthday to those celebrat-

ing in August and also many 

shared joys and prayer requests for 

the coming weeks. 

   Thanks again to Jamie and 

Blake for your hospitality – we so 

appreciate it!! 

   The next meeting will be on 

Monday, September 16, at the 

church. 

“A friend knows the song in my 

heart and sings it to me when my 

memory fails.”– Donna Roberts  

  -STempleton 

What Is Connectionalism? 
   United Methodists come in all sizes, shapes, colors, dispositions, outlooks 

and life stories, but share a unique history and faith perspective. Our mem-

bers speak many languages and live in many countries. 

   No matter how or where they serve Jesus Christ, United Methodists do 

God’s work in a unique structure—referred to as “the connection." This 

concept has been central to Methodism from its beginning. Connectional-

ism comes to life through our clergy appointment system, our mission and 

outreach, and through our collective giving. We live out our call to mission 

and ministry by engaging in ministry with the poor, combating diseases of 

poverty by improving health globally, creating new places for new people 

and renewing existing congregations, and developing principled Christian 

leaders. No one congregation can do all these ministries, but together—

through the power of our connection—we can make a tremendous differ-

ence. 

   No local church is the total body of Christ. Therefore, local United Meth-

odist churches are bound together by a common mission and common gov-

ernance that accomplish reaching out into the world. United Methodist 

churches and organizations join in mission with each other and with other 

denominations. 

     - From United Methodism 101 

 



        Please Remember in Prayer                                                                 

VOLUME 36 NO 9 PAGE 6 THE OLIVE BRANCH 

In addition to these, please pray for those who have been and will be in the path of Hurricane Dorian . 

Kelsey Arthur 

Paul Augsburger 

Kent Ball 

Randy Barker 

Aaron Batten 

Daniel Batten 

Jennifer Beck 

Barbara Berrier  

Wendy Beck 

Peggy Best 

Peggy Black 

Betty Brown 

Heather Brown 

Brianne C Calhoun 

Barbara Chesnut 

Donna Clodfelter 

Frances Clodfelter 

Eugene Collins 

Patti Coone 

Elaine Craver 

Lib Craver 

Richard Craver 

Michael John Craver 

Ralph Craver 

Terry Dalton 

Jim Eckelkamp 

Brad Everhart  

Judy Everhart 

Marian Funderburke 

Hannah Furches 

Ernest Garner 

Florence Gibson 

Trecia Gibson 

Daphne Gross  

Brian Grubbs 

Kate Gwaltney 

Mary Harrison 

Jo Hege  

Christy Holland 

Dan Hosey 

Brenna Husel 

Chris Ireson 

Ron Jackson 

Melissa Jessup 

Amber Keels 

Jay Kiser 

Jim Knox 

Judith Kurtzrock 

Ollie Kyzar 

Nell Lambert 

Jacob Lewis 

Sue Lindsay 

Larry Lineberry 

Sam McKay 

Mary Ellen Midkiff 

JoAnn New 

Ann Paul 

Grace Parham 

Martha Redden 

Diane Revels 

Guillermo Sanchez  

Irma Sanchez 

Kay Scearce 

Greg Sano  

Cathy Scott 

Sam Simms 

Donese Sink 

Herbert Snyder 

Donna Speaks 

Alda Stanley  

Larry Stanley 

Todd Templeton 

Chris Thompson 

Kari H. Traxler 

Sue Wilkerson 

Gerald Wimmer 

Brenda Woosley 

Pauline York 

Evva Zimmerman 

Blessing or Bad Luck?     

   The story is told of a man who was walking across the road when he was hit by a car.  The impact knocked him 

on his head which caused him to be in a coma for two days before he finally regained consciousness.  When he 

opened his eyes, his loving wife was there beside his bed.  He held her hand and said to her: 

    "You know, Judy, you've always been right by my side.  When I was a struggling college student, I failed again 

and again.  But you were always there with me, encouraging me to go on trying." 

    She squeezed his hands as he continued:  "And when I got out of school and went for all of my interviews and 

failed to get any of the jobs, you stayed right there with me, cutting out more classifieds for me to check on..." 

    "Then I started work at this little firm and finally got the chance to handle a big contract.  But I blew it because 

of one little mistake, and yet you were there beside me all the way.  Then I finally got another job after being laid 

off for sometime.  But I never seemed to be promoted and my hard work was never recognized.  And so, I remained 

in the same position from the day I joined the company until now... And, through it all, you were right there by my 

side." 

    Her eyes brimmed with tears as she listened to her husband:  "And now I've been in this accident and when I 

woke up, you're the first person I see. There's something I'd really like to say to you...." 

    She flung herself on the bed to hug her husband, sobbing with emotion. 

    He said, "Judy, I think you're just plain bad luck!" 

    Our attitude makes a big difference in how we see things, doesn't it?  As the saying goes, we can either see the 

glass as half full or half empty.  We can either appreciate the good during our times of adversity (the faithfulness of 

God, greater opportunities to develop our faith, the blessing of good friends to see us through it) or we can moan 

and complain about our "bad luck." 

    The apostle Paul is a great example of someone with a marvelous attitude. Through all of his trials, God had been 

right there by his side.  But never once did he blame God for his misfortune.  Instead, listen to the positive attitude 

in Paul's words as he sat imprisoned for preaching the gospel: 

    "But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the further-

ance of the gospel." (Philippians 1:12) 

    No moaning, no complaining.  Just a marvelous attitude that brought joy to his life.  May it serve as an example 

to you today.                                                                        - Alan Smith, Thought for the Day 
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Committee 
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Len Mashburn 
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Kaylee Beck 

Cindy Jones 

Brandon   

           Woosley 
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Willing 
Workers 

 

 

 

Brenda Woosley 
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Lindsey Har-
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Jo Hege 
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5th Sun-

Joint 
Service 

 

 

 

Billy  

Augsburger 
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Ian Tannehill 
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              3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott Craver 
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Avery Garmon 
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Edward Craver 

Marc Stokes 
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Deb Cruz 

Bill Garrison 
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Joe Craver 
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Torrey Booth 

Shana Harmon 

Jane  

Zimmerman 

            11 

 

 

 

 

Bonnie Beck 

Chris Musgrave 
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Larry Childress 

Britt Sink 

   S EPTEMBER—OCTOBER 20 18  
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 188:24 
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LITURGIST 

Sept 8     8:45   Pat  Craver 
             11:00   Eric Frye 
Sept 15  8:45   David Jackson 
             11:00   Charles Craver 
Sept 22  8 :45   Sandra Ireson 
             11:00   Mary K Patterson 
Sept 29 10:00   Linda Mitchell 
Oct 6      8:45   Alice Johnson 
             11:00   Lisa Foster 
Oct 14    8:45  Susan Craver 

NURSERY  

Sept 8      8:45     Lynn Lemly 
              11:00     Shannon Light 
Sept 15    8:45   Cindy Zimmerman 
   11:00     Jenn Craver 
Sept 22    8:45     Shannon Light 
              11:00     Mary K Patterson 
Sept 29  10:00     Janis F Troutman 
Oct 6       8:45     Shannon Light 
              11:00     Barbara Teal 

SHELTER VOLUNTEERS -   

Thursday, September 12 
    Meal—Bruce Salley Class 
    Overnight—Sept - Joe Craver 
             
 

FLOWERS 

Sept 8     Jean Marsh  
Sept 15   open 
Sept 22   Bruce Woosley Family 
Sept 29   Charles & Kathy Craver 
Oct 7       Cheryl Vaughan,  
  Sheila Templeton 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

Sept 8        8:45   Amy Mercer 
                11:00   Mary K Patterson 
Sept 15     8:45   Corky Clodfelter 
                11:00   Kathy Knox 
Sept 22      8:45   open 
                11:00   Alexandra Cunningham 
Sept 29    10:00  Becky Bumgarner 
Oct 6          8:45  Miranda Lineberry 
                 11:00  Gerrie McDaniel 
 

ACOLYTES 

Sept 8     8:45    Saylor Jackson 
               11:00   Cash Koontz 
Sept 15     8:45  Connor Hege    
   11:00   Liam Richardson 
Sept 22     8:45   Ethan Whitt 
               11:00   Britt Sink 
Sept 29    10:00  Saylor Jackson,  
  Cash Koontz 
Oct 6         8:45   Connor Hege 
               11:00    Liam Richardson 

SUNDAY MORNING  

SCHEDULE 
8:45—Worship 

9:45—Fellowship  

10:00—Sunday School 

11:00—Worship 

GREETERS 

Sept 8      8:45   Mike & Becky Lewis 
              11:00   Gerrie McDaniel  
  & Judy Drum 
Sept 15    8:45   George &  
  Patsy Perryman 
             1 1:00   Danny & Penny Beck 
Sept 22    8:45   Janis Faye 
  & Courtney Troutman 
               11:00   Len & Neva Alderman 
Sept 29   10:00   Dan & Phylis Augsburger 
Oct 6        8:45   Len & Jacob Hege 
               11:00   Becky Bumgarner 
Oct 13      8:45   Mike & Charlene Craver 
               11:00   Tim & Regina Newman 
 


